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Editorial 


Ahmedabad Earthquake 
We hava been attomiting fo find out it all our brdwatching 
fiencs in Ahmecsoed and Kutch are safe and ws, Cur 
atiemptsto reach ham by telephone have failed. We can only 
ape ‘har n sate c*the devastatio~ around ther they canine 
tobe n guodhiearl, Our good wishes and despest sympathies 
toall ther famiies. 


Ezitor Out of Action 


(on Zana December ZU | nec 19 undergo a by-oass neart 
surgery andthe JanuaryFebruaryisaue of the Newsletter wes 


lefts the Hands af 8. Sridhar and Joseph George. Not tat 
they have rathalped me befor, in fast, Josoph Gscrze de- 
Is prout eaatdigg OF evry Kase a ania Lak wey 
performed 


amnow ‘ack in the Eeitoral Chair- even though the chat is 
someumatoreken asmy rgntanais stil only pamly tuncvenal 
endediing is an exercise whieh causessomepan andhence 
avoides. So kindy overlook tne errors. My thanks again to 
the many Gitéwatching frends who $2 willngy cfferec to 
nate heir blood tovaresthe sixocres wien | hadto supply 
*p Mal ya hospi Cefore the surgem” com TieIGed MS J9D. AS 
cf today, 19 Fabruary 2901, lamtil rather fragie, but| hope 
‘hat une many fragile areas of our word there will be no 


Donation to Birdlife International through BNHS IA 
Programme 

In the Janab issue | suggestec that the norey collcted 
ervinrrmieartfnrapnvensiag anage atthe Glntally Threatened 
Birds Lo handed ova’ to BNHS fer tha’ IBA programme. 
Readers vill recall that we had originally planned to colect 
Rs, 16.500/- for sponsoring a page for tre sarus crane. 
However, he book has already been publahed and relesed 
in October at the IUCN Conference in Jordan. The arneunt 
collcted of promised so far amounts to about Fs. 8,500/- 
fend! bust Risin order fortis ta se handed overo the DNIIO, 
have spoken to melr Ditector, Dr. Asac Rahmani, and he 
woleorresthe idea, \ ct you who nave not altesdy sent the 
money, knuly sere lie amount lo the “Newsletter for 
Birdwatchers”, Cio, Navaharath Enterpiises, No. 10, Sirut 
Park, 0! Otreet, Ceanedripuram, Sangalore 360 020. 
‘Stir wil deal wih the problars 

$500 (approximately Rs. 25,000), olfered by 

Bill Sciuvar 


May iste to this porcine matter again anc request eavers 
to make thal suggestions about using this emaunt for 3 
worthwhile seneorvation project 


Inthe SeprerbevOcrober csue of the Newsleter, Ined giver 
dotalls othe nraposd Peter Jankson Prize of Fs. |,000)-10 
bbo giver te tho auraon whe oauld ouaien eghting tho largoe! 
umber of bis durng a single day Gam. io 6 p.m. De‘ore 
37stMarch 2001, Everyone inerestes wasexpeciacto reglset 
themselves with the Fdiicr sy atst December 2000 
Unfortunately, no ents frave vores in, €0 we will postpone 
Sic oxarees by a fow mantho, the ragietraten sate ie naw 
extended 19 31st December 2001, Furrer informaton wil be 
provided in the July/August cr Ssptember/October 2901 
Newsletter. Itcould boar excing exercise arc! trust that 
fw of aurlsading tirewatchers will particpate Fi the event 


Lifescape India Project 


Under the suspioes of the Indian Academy of Sciences, 
Fro’. Machay Gadgil has launches an imagirative project 
whetety there ill be maruserists writen on 7509 ite forms 
of Incian fauna and fora. The first ane on Eutterties has 
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aready Dean published. This is a remarkable achievement 
rts Healy a apreact an interest in neural history in a wide 
section of aur people, Consequently, t wil also result in the 
‘orieorvaiu Ue suiveinwulyed athe project Presumably 
the fact that Salim A's book on Indlan Binds created euch an 
Interest in our bids, persuedsd Madhav t make an eftempt 
fn emir lines for 3 wide nimbar of anarias i India Tho 
LLfescaps seties is meant not only tointerest the average non 
specials wat, Lu is zlvy dos ytied alin Us eayoik 
te find out more and more about the species concamad, 
Altogether tisa project which may have a significantinfuence 
fon esving the natural rsecurces af eur county 

Crow Project 

In the context of the azove, this note by Machay Gecol In 
“Resonance” (reo. ZUUT) Of crOWS, inaicates 90 crcinary 
observations can lead to valuable conclusions. 


"Advantages of Communel Foosting - Porm me to cite one 
‘oxampla of how an apparenty simple observation may lead 
te interesting scientific inferences. In 1971-72. spent several 
‘months observing a mixed communal rovet of house crows, 
jung crowe and indian mpna on ta earmous afte Fin and 
“Television Institute of India fy Pune, | was inigued by the 
Issue of wnatwas the aqvantage of such communal roosting. 
Ines been sucaasted that an important acvaniage was 
‘conmuricaticn of infarmation cn good faoc sources. Thus 
lide which had diezavered a pariculay rah focd sauroe the 
previous day might rapidly fy ‘awards it the next moming, 
‘Oller Dive wiv a ernasuilereu purer ouace Ure previsus 
day night low than Bur he dove nol exp wy eos 
‘with very dfferentfood habts such as ahouse crow andinciant 
inypa should form mixed roasts. Formation of med roosts 
‘may ineteed be favoured by the advantage ofrunning a lover 
fle of precation beoaune of amore scion ayctem af warring 
in a larger group. During my observations on the mixed 
‘communal roosts | noIed inal he Nouse and jungle crows 
ssudderiy shited the location of neit roost one day 0 another 
‘clump of trees abcut 309 m. away, leaving Indian mynas 
Eshind. Four dape ltorincian mynze toa ehifed and rejoined 
the crows. This suggested that the mixed communal rocsts 
dl not occur simpy baususe Siore were facta few youd 
Tooatng sigs, stead, tey saeryed te gonuinely confor 
Ecivantage trough lowerng risk of fredetion. Since some 
slants had ciamisaad the latter pnacitlty, my simple 
‘observations ledto an interesting peper in the well-known bi 
Journal IDO" 


New Newsletters and Websites 
‘Wine our Newalenor wea ariedin Decertner 1950, | do not 
rezallths existance of any athors which ware concomed wih 

ynolrg an inerastn irs, Tou there are a lerge nut Let 
of Newsieters concerned with nature publisied in various 
paris of fhe country. One revcomer Twitehe” cubiched by 
the Green Peonles india, Prantanally, Maida 732 104, contains 
well researched aocousts on birds. Sirilariy, the Samsad 
News putsishes ty the Prats Sameael 65, Gol Club ised, 
Calcutta 700 033, which has been in existence for sometime, 
centaine very worthwhile materia 


‘Teday’|recsivedl an exnail kom Peter Jackeon whieh may 38 
ofintarest to some ol you: 

wonder ityou are aware of two interesting lists 2 which you 
pen achenrha One ie Athiatindia. ane tha athar, rensetly 
established, is Delhibirs, It Is easy to subserbe - no 
money Invalves. For Nathist India sen an email to 
‘<vivak@ae-princaton.adu> and for Dalhibite dalhibirc- 
“Sewn yal ooyrous curt 

For mer roeding tio pasngs ti tantaising. He ocms: that 
‘Sultanpur has come back fife now thal tis [rigation Dept. 
Jy puviding water, aod Ural wrutier jel 10 the west, 
Bhindawas, Is provig very exciting. In an afternoon and 
folowitgmomnng,one birder got 1*4 Speties | There are some 
{eallyhot bide in 2 Delf racion now, as wallas elsewhere, 
‘The Newsletter should be in contact 

bor, Amgen Ahned and nis mands nave created a webste or 
Karnataka <hilo:/kamatakebirds.homestead,comhome hirl> 
Living Planot Report 

Evory year WWF Intemational produce a Living Panet Repart 
fiving Wormaton about the clatue of varaue epecioe and of 
their natitets. The report ofthe year 2000 makes depressing 
toauly, Tioteie 2 uu edetale Gavin real esnyeteiio, 
fresh water spacies and marina species. There is now anew 
concept under the hsading ot Eesiogical rootornt. ns Ie 
Conservative estimate of suman pressure on gional 
fceogystems. “t represents the biclosical productive area 
tamited th pendijon the fond and wine pean nanstarne, ts 
give oom forthe ifresttucture ard to absorb the CO, mitted 
‘fem buming fooal fuela” Like ail ther atatition this one fa 
also very disturbing “This exceeds the existing biologisal 
procuctve spate per person by about 30%. qulte clear 
‘that the man ecological prcblem before the warldie io reduce 
‘he human population. Withoutlhsalthe ofneratiemptsbeng 
‘made ara not Ikely to prove worthwhile = 


Wintering of Greyheaded Flycatchers in Konkan 
and Western Ghats of Maharashtra 


eered grive at the hase at the hil fort af Purandar 
‘he town of Saswad near Pune, we hed scottedforthe 
Tit Une, Ino pars uf gieylesiled wavary fhyosial ers 
(Cufoicapa ceylonensis) n early December 2000, The sacred 


Dr, SATISH A PANDE and AVIT P. PAWASHE 
8, Rhnaala Bark, Sahakar Nagar-2 Pane a17 018 


qruniapitener chon in tieseliey arth wnpetatontia meiy 
of large bamtoe, tamarind and mango trees. Bamboo is 
abuunliiy ain! Uie clunige aie villually impregnable, The 
‘radient here is elmosi 60 dearees. 
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(0n17.02.2001, we revisited fis groove, whichhas the temple 
of he local godess Katujai. We were plsasanty surcrised: 
te find the two pals of greyheaded canary fycatchers busiy 
etching the ‘invsibleflies and sell insects Fam te alkane, 
tree trunks respectively. The parelisa flycalcher,rachrtec! 
liyeatcrer, whitespetted tanta, licell'sleaf warblr, commen 
chifchaft oraenish warbler. apair ot blusheadedrock thrush. 
thickbiled warbler, lesser whtethroat, were also present. Al 
these wete noted by us inthe fist visitin Docomnsr alca. 


While trying to photograph he greyheaded flycatcher, we 
inisred the bamboaclump. To our surprise nightarsuddsnly 
luk Wo ving funn viry Hoey Wy Ants shuuiler-Ikwas roost 
lon the bamboo trunk and it slenty and rapidly dlseopeared 
Uphill. As we asvendec the hil, we chenced to spot he same 
bird resting an a horizontal harthen stem. It was about 25 
feet abova us and in the middle of he thicket. Te get a good 
photo, Saushelimbed te Fil hereby oruising himself liberal, 
thanks to the bamtoo therns, but managed to reach a point 
Jus atove the roosting, fost asleop niger. We both rehed 
‘our way through tie dense, thorny bushes ané bamboo 
lundergrawth to each tres feet er so fromthe nightiar. C’ose 
sbservation confirreditht it was the winter grating 2! 
nightler (Cenrimutgys mahreitansis) I isthe frst record of 
this nightar fom Saswad reyior. 


‘Anonet imporart confirmation tat ne could obtain In tis 
‘second visit, was that the areyheaded cenaty fycatchers 
‘vintered in our area forthe entre period. Last year (2000 AD 
dan) iy fond Vienwae Jochi had ebaorvod the came 
‘iyeetcher wintering in Chiplun (not the same indivetual pai 
Itwas alsoaccampanied by the bushsaded rock thrush. We 
also sighted the ereyheaded fiveatchers at Bhimashanker, In 
the Westen Ghats thie winter, andin the Korkan, nearDapol, 

‘he same time, Thees sicde urvally hoop te the cancpy, 
‘making sperauic sales ‘0 lower levels. They are fondo dark 
areas and seldom conaoutin husapen, mating plalography 
iffiult. We alsu saw them ianning the ‘ail in the fantal 
fiycatorier-ike manner, Aricther important observation is heir 
farled tail, which is even easiy seen in the darkness of the 
foliage, against the backight. Tne yellow broastandgrey hoad 
ie approve Ip Deleriyiing eons anne Myce 
may therefore be overlooked. 


Wintsring of greyheaded fycatchers in catiss in Konkan and 
Wester Grats appearsto De a rien unrecerted tact. Uur 
‘ierd and a keen bridwetcher, Ram Mone, hasalse observed 
this ire wintengat Kalemeucti, rear Ctiplun, Dist Retnegh 
fortho pact two years. F. Grime, C, Ineo and T.Inewipo 
have described that they winter singly. (Birds of the Insian 
‘Subcontinent 


uring the last few years had oprortuntias to observa 

/eome interacting facets of bd vetaviout. | wish to 
raminiaosupen thom. Many wara unique, ebarga & provisuely 
unreported. Let ne deserie the events in hs hope that will 
invite resgonses trom the readers. The observations ware 
mete st varicurplacas.al Wynadin Xerala. Soma were made 
sleawhore in Kerala stata (as stated in the text) Most of the 
observations were made during 1999-2000, 


Behaviour of Juvenile Crested Honey Buzzards 
‘On June sth 1986 et Kupzed on & thoroughly rainy day with 
iseches galore, we Nirmal (ny sen),mnysell, Kran & Arun (iy 
nephews) slogged through the Eogay trails neer the stream 
at Kuppadl, We sav one or to lying lizards (Daan velans) 
with red ‘wings if not many irterssting birés. We ware bored 
enough to retum prematurely when we neatd some Rese 
‘Kee calls originating ftom a pal ofimmature crested honey 
buzzards. One parent birdtoc was nearsy apparently feeding 
them. The young were almost aalarge asthe adults ancthey 
were seen opening thelr beaks whie mating the calls as if 
begging for food. The yeung were pellic and ragged. We 
sbeenvedthem for alleast Falfan hour heediesot he stent 
‘of the lesches, satisfied about the outcome ofthe trp in the 


Some Notes on Bird Behaviour 


Dr Ica, RAGIN, 11.0. 
DT. Hospital, Manatoddy, Wyrad, Kerala 


Parental Behaviour of Greybacked Shrikes when 
offspring arethreatened 

‘On uns 12th at Kolagappaca, Mynacy | sighteda creyoached 
shrike chick, coursing through the undergrowth ike a mouse 
runsingin a Situcus manner. Soth tsparents were siting in a 
hedge, making are-tuelike calls, spreading thelr tals & waving 
‘helt ings. Thay ware attracting atention towards hemselves 
ts datract abeatvore from the shiek 

Dusky Crag Martine Nesting, 

On July 3:c 1898 while waiting at the State transcort bus 
station at Sullan’s Batley, Isaw dusky crag maninsrepealedy 
taryine away mud chuened un by the bus Ires for nest 
building, making creative use of the mess made up by the 
marl 


Flowerpeckers maligned for more than thelr share ? 
Most people think fowerceckers do feed upon Loranthus 
nso & fut only. Sure msy 60, but on many an oezascn | 
have seen them spending alot of time feeding on other lowers 
When Saimalia flowers abundantly in December to March, | 
have ohservad Nigir inwemeckees faacingan tha ahundart 
neciar at Kolegappara in Wynad in January 99 & thick tiles 
eworpooiors, at Vazachal [in TiohurDtin Doo. 98}. cuppace 
thay dent ho the Loranthus berries in much esta whan 
otnar reo s availaois totnem mn pleniy fara ranaing them 
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entirely 93 “Loranthus Spreaders’ the role of other birds tke 
Ssunbirds who also parteke meals from Loranthus has to be 
studied. | have also noted white-eyes feeding on Lorenttus 
‘ruts, 


Falsenest holes by Woodpeckers 
Some woodpeckers narnsly, Malherbs's Mahalia & The Black 
\were observed al various occasions to make pally excevaled 
holes. After excavating for sometime fey atandon these holes 
land begin nsw ones. In the case of Malherbe's woodpecker 
neat vert cons af holes may be seen, one of hem may be 
an actual nest hola. | hava saan 4-5 such hoesin a vertical 
row. Mahralta woodpackars too were noted to make t or 2 
additional nest holos. Black woodpeckers too were abearved 
fo make such false nesthcles but were in an regular zigzag 
vottical row, 4 in number. 


Song & Associated Display By Spotted Babbiers 
While deing tho Chinnar Bird Survey with Re. Sathyan, an 
avd birdwaizher & photograprar in Jan 1999 (hed apleasant 
Surprise of sesing a group of spotted battlers. | nave only 
rarely seen them in groups of more than 3. But here there 
was @ group of 8 individuals and they ware hopping ina line. 
‘And they were singing | Tha member who was gong in the 
foremostposition was observed tohave patty spreacite wings 
and keeping it depressed and was vibrating them. Also ite 
‘breast feathers wora sean flufed and vibrating, The tall !o0 
as kept depressed andwas being vagued or rather vibrated 
side fo sie, Ine cthers were jolloving ine eager’ ma loose 
Indian fil. | cannot say whathar the eacer only made the 
song. The song was 2 multinoted cre that lasted upio one 
minute of se, They were like school boys who were let ou: of 
school a few hours earler than the scheduled time. Later | 
observed similar haviour with song acing inaline dispiaying 
with wings & tall ete at Kuppadt in 'Nynad where | regulary 
goforbirdwatching. is worth a closer study butthe birds are 
very suliy. This call may net be Its breeding call since ths call 
is heard during all the months, The treedina cell suocose Is 
the Piuee-ni-Pivvee-vicallneard, during the breeding season, 
the bird ceiling Fiding in undergrow'h, the call heving © 
Ventricquisic quality. By the way the birds seen at Cainnar 
had thaircrewns more rucdy in colour which was not surprising 
because spatted babblers found south ef Palghat gap have 
mere chestnutin tei crowns than in bs found innonh tke 
at places like Wynad. Even so they have simlar customs | or 
to putit into jarconese - social behaviour. 

‘Altruiste parental behaviour by Spotted Babbler 
‘Aninstence of parental concem of tirés when ther offspring 
fe pULI rSky SMUEIIONS was noted by she author when a 
‘patted bakbler chiles was coon. It was noted only because 
its parent very unnaturally moved to one side uttering @ 
ppariosiar. ka, whioh mado me mova towed the igh othe 
rush. I thought that it might have been threstened by some 
predator, whan | booama awara that it was | who was being 
ishcted by the parent bil by exposing isell - the usually 
‘suky bi This happened In March 1939 in my peppar garden 
at Kolagappara in Wynad. The yourg bid was a ragged ard 


titled ong. A single chick alone was seen. I sawit sround the 
‘same spot tyoor three times mors. was vary waryand when 
itsersed the presence of manit tied to goand hide sill inthe 
‘base of pepper plarts where there ie some thick growth et 
roots 


Protective self-axposure of parent Bulbuls 
Trl som of protective behaviour Le. exposure of the parent 
(lor euampia broken wing displey) was sean by the author 
corce by @ parent red-vhiskeree bulbul. When approached 
very dose to Its nestin a meter highblscus plant examine 
the nestings, to paronr bird ran away dragging ts wing party 
folded as iit was broken, To prove whether the behaviour is 
accidental te autherapreacned 45 timoa, eickedthe same 
behaviour andivertied it This too wes et Kolacappars, Wynad. 


Mimicking of Shikra calls by Bronzed Drongos: 

In Mareh-Aoril 1938 atthe seme plaoa bronzed dronga was 
oor necting it aeralljacke too (1008.2 pair? the ome 
was seen nesirig in the sarre bee - unfortunately the nest 
was destroya by workers who ware regulating shade by 
lopping off ranches of treoe). Neaby there was the nesting 
activiy of snikias, One day the author mas astounded by the 
call of shikra coming irom very near the ost of bronzed 
dango. It wasjust the bronzed crorge mimicking. Was itjust 
Tor the fun of it just 2s towel taled drongos mimic eats 
‘mewing) or dose de intenticnally to repel intrusere 7 


Soma cheervatians on the branding of Mahratts Wand 
peckers 

“Maatta woodpeckers we’a observed twice oy menesting in 
‘hy papper garden at Kolagappara in Wynac. Once Itwas in 
1883, but the nest wasiot completed betore itwas usurped 
by yeliow throated sparrows. On 7h February 2000 In the 
evening, atthe seme area, my attention was draw by the 4 
neted call of a male Vahatta vcedpecker Chi-lleGhisfp— 
Chi-Ko-~Chilip. It wea ler observed to enter @ round hole in 
a dried up erecanut ree trunk During the next week the male 
and female were seen in he vichity frequently. For the next 
four weeks | was unable to visit the place. | vished the place 
fon 2st March & saw 2 femals Mahratta woodpacker taking 
an yellow coloured crictetto the atove nestle. It alighted 
fon a nearby tree. It wea very hesitant o enter the hole. Only 
‘atier wating for about 5 minutes W entered the hole. It totally 
disappeared into the hcle anéretumed afer minute. On the 
next day the female was seen to enter the nest with 2 smal 
black ssider. This time twas aot so wary. On 28th meming, | 
Sew hia mae fearing fram hanentarnt Ft lthasaann= 
‘After some time | sav it entering the nesthole. | could net 
makeout whether a cared any food. All the foregoing 
observatiors except nefirst one was made during my moming 
Walks - om about 7 300 8.39 am. and hence the hasty and 
Incomplete obserators - | had to raech the heapttal bofore 
gam! 


However on 29th morning t wasmy day off and | could watch 
thase bids fora tew haurs ata streton | coud observe tat 


|. The fernale visted the res! more often with food. 
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2. Tre visits with food ee atthe tees of 20-89 minutes. 
‘3. As the bird fles In to feed the chicks I makes a click tke 
cal. 


‘The biréthen alights on the branch ofa neaiby'res, cbsorves 
‘the nest and abruptly enters the nest, Ater thet week |eould 
pol folnw tp myniearstans {nr a wenle art when Inet 
visited the nesta week later twas deserted, 
Territorial? / Courtship display of Malabar Trogon 
(On tet May 1699 at Kuppaad in \Nyriad, Niimal (my son) ard 
rivself chserved the Temierisi?/Gourtahi eisplay of Malabar 
trogen. The female was heard making ‘Keycr’ lke cals at 
irtonvalaot® Sanconda.Itsiua seen iing tal upo0 degrees 
(pe) thon dropping it dowin, at each call, After flicking cown 
the tal was spread laterally so thatthe white marans were 
plorinent. The sare activity was observed in Kuppadl in 
ruary 1989 but by a male trogon, however without the 
“eyo lite esll. On 2nd September 2000 also such behaviour 
was noted at Kuppadi. 
Increase in the prevalence of Koels in Wynad 
Some 4 years back koels were rather uncommon in 
Mecnangady, Kuppaci 8 Kelngappara, llinWynad, Hower 
‘now during the summer manths, kosls are very vocal in the 
above places, 16 years tack when] irs reached Meerangady, 
koels Were absent. During tis perioc, human babitatons and 
subsqueily he aumber of crows (mainly jangie crows) have. 
Increased. The increase of host species may have caused 
the proiflration of the parssitis species. 


Finding of Blue Chat at the same place st Kuppadi for 
‘Several years 

‘There is a smal nullah 2 or 3 meters vids In the evergreen 
patch offorsst just neactha entrance of the Kuppadiforestin 
‘Wynad, There is @ place where you ford the small sysam- 
some half ‘9 7 meter vido, but always wih fowing water 
‘evenduring the peakof surmer. The nial rovusebird activiy 
inthe marring by the roadside petere cut towards tha noon, 
Then the birds are to be found near the shady banks of the 
hullah. (neve 1s a Mynstica sp. tree with exposed ‘oot 
extending into the nullah which one uses to ald himself 10 
‘ross the nullzn. In the summer months of 1997, 98, 98 and 
2000, | was alva/s able to fird e pelt of blue chats here, or 
pear & swampy paich of land nearby. Earlier too it was 
‘cemmonly ‘ound here during the summer, Usually Beth mae 
and ‘male wore foune. Fut ast year anly the farale was, 
‘seen, Was it the same pair aluays | wonder | 

Mouiting of Racket Tailed Drongo 

Inthe third week of uly, ZovO I had been to Arippa in Guilon 
De some 50 kes awey from Trivandrum, a favourite bing 
place of Trivandrum-based birdwatcners. | went there along, 
‘with olhor Sirdwctohore, We had about 19 sighsnes of the 
racket-taled drongos. Of these & birds were leckhg bot the 
stresmers ofthe fail, The other bitdsred one slreamer each 
“The next week at Kuppadt anc Kolagappara in Wynd vie 
could see the same pheorcirenon, Binés seen in Wynd 
‘August-Geptember had 2 streamers each for their tals 


(However a bird seen at Kugpeci on 27 November 2000 
fad 2 single stiearnen Nsusins t me thal the bids lose 
streamer of one side frst then cf the cther side and regains 
the streamer in the same corde’ viz. ene side frst and tien 
the ather aide 


Soll-22ting behaviour of Yellow Legged Grean Plaons 
at Dasnaghalta 

Dacanaghatta @ a place in the Hegut range of the Wynd 
Wildlife Sanctuary. There is a waterhole and adjacent 
protected watch tower from whicn wiclfs corning torn and 
bathe canbawtched. Or. Ahmed, Mr. Salyan &nyvelfsiont 
2 days there in Aprillast weet, 2000, | had been to is place 
some s+ times Guang tne leet 10 years and 1 nave always 
seen yellowlecgod green pigenns in she vicinity of the 
watechole. This time I waa able to watch them very closely 
and | could fing out that they are taecing an che eat found in 
thearea. Icolected themateral which tey were ceding upon 
butt was unfortunately ost. People tave reported pigeons 
feeding upon crumbled wailewash flakes frcn wals just 2s 
chickon oat broken eoushells probably te supriemer: their 
‘calcium intake for egg laying. But| wonder whether allthaes 
bites: were femsles | im hurins. during pregnancy, while 
autlering from some mental lines, anaemia and Iron 
deficiency esting olay, esrth and {me trom whitewash has 
been cbeorved. The mechanism for this hes not been 
completely explained but leck of some nutrient = suggested 
anc the same may be relevant here 

Roosting benaviour cf Tickell's Blue Flycatcher 

‘Tickelts blue fyoatcher was observes on mary cosasions 
hie roasiing, lrmakes a'chek-ohek cal! tha intervals of 
few sesords wagging i tal et each call It jumps from one 
branch to another in the same tr for at least a quarter ofan 
hour tering the same calls betore lacing res 

's Grey Jungle Fow! monogamous ? 

Grey jung fowl is consicered to be mainly a monogamous 
bite by $2 and cher (vile HB of iris of india anc Pakistan 
by SA and DR}. Butthe avthor has met manya group of grey 
Jungle owls al varicus cecasions comptiengons male anda 
umber o! feniales mostly |e 3 in number. And when you 
consider the behaviour af ts cicse relative, tha damaetis few, 
‘hete is ample reason io consider itto be polygamous, 
Blackbird making/silont calls 

(0n26t Febniaty 1999 at <unpadi | saw a blacitind opering 
its mouth widely, raising ite tongus tre main impraceiontc the 
observer being i's meking @ song. But strangely no sound 
was heard coming forth by the author. 


‘Thi bsheviour was observed Inter e's0. During the winter 
sojourn in Wyre the lactic esp. in he lonlaris of Wyrad 
iS lent ca é: aheighiot 700 motors. (ihe aulhor fas heard 

{ull song of blackbiel fthe heighis of Brahma nls at 
out the helghtof 1020 meters in June 1982). The bis may 
be nalinguitasoriccrinfason csouncs nausibeferhumae 
by he way of alam cals which may be auc 9 fellows 


0n 26th Decanter 2000 | observed 
ong’ ay 2 nhitethroatac greandtnnieh 


uch behavieur (silent 
Kolagappara 
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Displey of Black Eagle 
(On Oth Apri 1999 at Kolezappara | saw the alenlay nfa Hacc 
‘eagle, Fist, tt dived down fremapp, 1000 meters, outat ap. 
500 meters it Stopped diving and started to climb, the 
rmornentuin of the dive he'ging it i nse high. After climbing 
‘some300 mate's itrledto cne side, ved again ard repented 
ine wile potlarnaincs, This Wes ropested abcut <2r5 times. 
No other bleck eagla was seer in the vicllty at this te 


Breeding activity of Monarch Blue Fiycatchers: 
‘Whan it comes to nest bllding monarch blue fycsichers ara 
vary careless, Almostell the nesta observod by me in Wnt 
wore at about 1.5 metsis high Le. exactly at the eye evel 
‘and pathotically nes pals were paople walk, So inteferencs 
bby humane la quite romper? wuonty cosiruction. 
Jn 1996 May, | s2w one nes: with eggs ina sinall coffee tus 
at Kolagappare beside afactpath in my reppergarden. !took 
tomo pisturce of f. § dave lator wnen | vsited he spat ll 
signs of the nest were missing, by 1898 June another nest 
‘Wes soan wth the male and female constructing the pestand 
later ineubsing 7 aags with brown sploichss in a bull Lack= 
ground, This nest was beside a feotcath ard very prominent 
nd caly ala height oF 1.2 meters vom ground. Semeon= 
partied away the cogs & week aller the brooding was started, 
‘The same yaar (possibly the seme pair made i} anotharnast 
Was ceen, ous uma foruneiely nidcen ina group of Mulberry 
bushes. But this nest too was unsuccessful as the bircs 
‘somehow abandanad the nest 


Courtship of Pyemy Waodpeckers 
Ine courtship beravisur of ne pygmy voospeckers reminies 
core cf asong & dance sequerce from an old ballad fm, 
| saw one pait engages in courtship eetluly in Mar 1989 at 
Kalagappaia, The mele chesee arsund the famale wrichthen 
alighted on a tee trunk at a helght of sams 2 meters in the 
typcal woodpecker fashion. It cocked its nesd to ens ice 
spread it wings at the same tme pressing its tall to the tree 
‘unk and making ‘ch’ ‘eh cals. The mele then few ct tho 
toma making sina calls wnerespon the female lew avey 
‘to anothar tree and repeated its act. This was enacted 3-4 
times betore the palrflow off 

Feeding of chicks by Spotted Munia 

4 spotted muri shisks wure obssawved al Kolagapoara (in 
March 1998) being fed by 2 aduit brs. The cricks were almost 
{ullorown. The insides of their ging mous wile begaira 
or food with mutes ‘ero “hes alls ware woot (o bo yellow 
colour, 


Arrival of Pittas 
This year (2006) the Pitta’s calls were first heard at 
Manantaddy, Wynad in the second week of October. Their 
arrival is charactensed by the 'Wee-vit Ike call, | was 
astounded by another raptor-Ike cal which Thad not hears 


bbufuwe. Somewhat ike ‘Yveae! The strange thingis thatoinds 
Tike buttuls, tor bids & magple robins ected as Ita raptor 
was at large, soaring beneath the bushy undergrowth asit 
te conapa attontion fram the raptor, nthe evenings thepittas 
made only the usual ‘voo-wit calls, During the frst weak of 
the arrival of the birds they were seen to chase each otfer 
(mayheasiahichingthrirterricrias). Also thecal curing ne 
fir 5 wooks were at 7 am, their slooks running only 5-6 
ines behind or below be exact ime, Later, ine meming 
calle ware noata wiheut the raplor-Ike component. The 
fraquenay and numzer of calls 2s Well as ‘heir chronicity 
booame lonear ae wacke passed. By the Sd week of 
Ravember, only ana or two calle were heard in the evening 
and occasionally in the momings. Even then usualyy the 2 
natal alls warn heard. Only or rare occasions tha singe 
roted ‘raptor ike oal was haerd, The calls were more apt 
be hase iw sky was overcast 


ousting Dehaviour of Draxn chikes 
At Manantoddy in Wynad kself, this year, the roosting 
behevicur of trown shrites wes cbserved. At abeut 6.30 pm. 
they stert halt enek - ‘chek? - ‘eho lke ealla siting upon 
‘1 exposed sturna or bush. Seme 1010.14 ‘chek’ are made at 
a stieich these sequences being made by one bird. As if 
angwers, ancther bid some 50 meters away stars similar 
sequence of calle, Ate calling for sors 15 minutes or 30 the 
bbtds tre out and Merrcals oease, nese cuets werecommon 
‘round the time of thai arivel in September - Cetober. Like 
pitts’ callsthase too diminished after @ few weeks. 


Displacement Activity by Jungle Nightjar 
‘observed |ungie nighyjar making ehaructorse Ruesue—kute 
eacallat Selm Al Bird Sanctuary 2° Trattakad in Emakulam 
Dt, Keralaon 7th Decomber 2000 at about gum. ina moonlit 
Tighe. Wee asnompanied sy Mr. jo an export bidwatchor 
‘eeped al Thatlokad and some other partcizants atthe buttatly 
suney, conducted thers ror ih fo 10th December 2000, 
Trecall were answered by anotrerhdividual some 90 meters 
vay forming 2 duet. We fleshed a powerfultorch atthe source 
yo> lhe Lird, The outine of the 
Uird coulé be made our by binoculars anc the bed Klentted 
as anightjar, Wren ight was shoam at irs, the bird sterec at 
itfor a few eesonds, then started pacing with te hanlea¥ tha. 
ground making metions of feeding. This echaviour was 
repzeted many Smas, It should heve bean rescting to the 
stimulus of strong light wity pecking motlens -an instanae of 
‘apacementactvity Ike poopie fidgeting when slaveduoon, 
Reference: 
41 Selim 11 Bln Piplay - Handbook of Bids of nda & Paki 
‘Compact ee), 
2 SelmAli- Birds of Kerala 
'S amet, nskpp  Insitop = The Brcs ol Insan Stecertnest 
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Some Aspects of the Developmental Biology of the Red 
Vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer : The Nesiling’s Food and 
Feeding Pattern, and the Feeding Behaviour of their Parents 


Imroduction. 

The red Vented Bulbul Pyenonotue oafor primary 0 bid of 
stubby jung, encroaching upon various rural and urban 
habitats including numen dwellings In recent years with 
‘concomitant oreximate acquaintance with man. This in tum 
has lven opportunities 10 study quite @ fev aspects of its 
reproductive biology. (Belary and Dessi, 2000; Desei, 1993, 
4995 a & b and 1997; ard Vijayan, 1980). In his oaper the 
feoc ofthe nestings of P. eaisranc feeding behaviour oftheir 
ppavente have bean everbed 

Materials & Methods 

“The focd and secing patterns ofthe nestings ofthe passerine 
bird Pyonanctus ca‘er (Passeriformes: Fycnonatidee) at two 
sis Ni 4.2 ding Apa « May, $998 and May 193A fram cay 
‘neta the last day of resting phase have been studied. The 
‘aservations were made urinterruptedly fom 5.00 a.m ill 
dusk wen tha parent bircs sicpaed feeding thenestings and 
themselves retired for roosting. The movements ofthe birés 
terandliro the nost sould 20 aacily sbzerved froma dietanca 
©f 5-6 m without dieting the birds. The number of vists 19 
the nests were recorded every nour on each day, 


“The data was split inte two halves while ploting the graph fo 
find cut, 1) there were any similares inne feacing patioms 
bbelween the fret ard eecond halves of the nesting phase =: 
each ste; and 2) if there was any unifermty in te feeding 
patterns at both the nesting sles, The data has also been 
Statistically pocessadto ascertanit the differences betwesn 
the maximum and minimum hourly feeding rates were 
sionifieartor no! 

Vihita m9 feading birds were arriving at the nect, the tyoe of 
feod in their Deak was ascertained with the rip oF a fstd 
binocular (PENTAX- 10 x50), iitwas fut pulp, a seed or an 
Insect. meeung ine water errand crtne nestings by ne parent 
birds is also en equally important cuty of the latter, Ficm this 
pola: It was also closely observed if the parent bids ever 
feturned to the neato with their feathers wet to orovice water 
to the nestings. 

(Observations and Discussions 

“The nestling phase of Pyananotus caferwas alter to twelve 
days. During iis phase ihe naetinge were tad by the paronic 
from dawn to dusk. In the inital slage the food consisted of 
mainly the succulent pulp ct tne mutts ct Sapote (ram, 
Sapotaceas) and Phylanthus distychus (Fam. 
Euphorbiaceae); during the mid-ohasathey were fed withpup 


Dy, UG. MUMMIGATT, Dr. RN, DESAI" and SARAYI DESAI 
*Deparment of Zoalogy, Kamatak Science Cole 
~ 2na Gross, st Mein, Virexanand Nager, Dhiannad 960 004 
“*KAN.P.Sd, & Tech Cente, D.C, Compound, Dharwad 589 001 
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ofthe (uso! Szntaium alta(Fam, Santalaceaa) and Sepota, 
ancin hetinal stag, ney were alen te wth amall arc fresly 
hiled nympts of grasshoppers 0: Chrotagonus sp. On ce 
cccasion a snl fgering of the ish Gambusia sp, was foc 
pactick 


During the nesting phase atLoth the siles the fzeding activity 
commenced around 6.00 a.m. it rapidly increasad to reach 
me peek by mitday; this was folowed by a decline winin 
‘Wo to three hours. A slight rise was again neticed behvesn 
£800 pm. ens 5.09 p.m. By 7.00 pm the foscing softy wen 
completely siopped (Grapn, The hourly rates of Feeding on 
each cay during the frst and second halves of the nesting 
hese Were 2.65 4 0.23 and 594 0.72 reapacively at sia 
No. 1. Though the feeding rates were almost deuble curing 
‘ne sovend aheae than these during the first, the geners! 
patietr of feading remained almost the cams throughout he 
nesting phase (Graph). At steNo. z these values Were Se 
4037 and 6.18.4 0.62 respectively (Veluesare expressedias 
mean =stancerd err, The diferences betwasn the maxmum 
ns minimum yeluoe at aco of the cites ars stratonly 


No, Pe0.004;and af site No.2 P<0.01). 
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‘The hourly rates offoading of P caferas observed by us ere 
somewhat comparabis with those for a few olne” passerine 
bires such as Amescan gold firch (20), American crow" (3.0) 
humming bird (5.0) and scissot-tailed fy-catcher (6:7), wile 
‘ney are far insignifcant when compared wit those forhau 
wren (77.3) and 25.0 9 57-5... or dO to 600 tmes a cay for 
various other passerire birds (Wing, 1956), 


During the course of feeding the paront birds arive at he 
hess efiyana Jie Ly © pertiaskes pal, Wile reat 
the nests in @ tush they land on a ‘ew branchas, irom the 
lower side, check the surrounding for safety and then oly 
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at 


‘each the neste. The same path is retracted iile leaving. As 
‘re parents angaged infeedirg the chicks, the otters sting 
‘a neerty tree anc keeps a viel anainst intruders. Quite a 
few tines the parents arrive at the nesting ste with empty 
beak. On such aceasions they juethaver around the bush but 
never go tothe nest, Such visits might ba to keep vigilance 
‘agains predalers, During le course of feedngnonelberas 
Noticed assisting the parent binds 
\While eniving at he nest for fearing, the parent bird gives 2 
(oud anc sharp cal. Immeciately this Is responded to by te 
chicks by their feeble calls. Absence of any reszonse fron 
{a chicks ig an indication that ey are fast aeleep. The parent 
bite fies off the nest without dsturbira hen 
‘The feeding act by the parents absolutely nonselective. The 
hicks show a competition for 
steered throughout our etusy any starvation deaths: 
NNestings of passorine birds are reportad lo have ably 0 
‘uithstand starvation for one or twv days (Siilew, 1973), 


“Throwghoutthe nesting phase In Seth the anaen studied the 
parent birds naver arved et the nests in wet conction ta 
Provide water for ne nestings, Frotably the sucbulent puP 
the frts fed tothe chicks could mee: ther waler demand 
also, Burtolomew arid Cade (1858) rade snilercbsevvalions 

ir stusiog on the Amencan seers! etoetbasie which 
aso a paseetne bid (vide Shilov. 1673), 
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A Report on Asian Waterfowl Census in Wetlands 

" of Aligarh District during January 2001 
"7 FAA ARRAS! 


roah wnter streams, Ins and swamps all var neem 

Incia ate flocked with migratory water bis during the 
sites, Hae just toe sight fine to count em hy es asl 
vwaek of January and ths frst week of February lo monitor 
their opulation. A comtined efor inthe enire sub-continent 
as the Asian Waterfowl Census is very helcful in 
‘maintaining the record of the number of species anc the 
‘pecioc number o these winged vie tere in cvory ceacon. Not 
wihslanding enyting ée the longer census data gives 
sr UxcuTet idea of populaion Wurds of these binds 


Mornings eral ai gone gras te ecole bik 
highway activifos take “ull swing and so doos the avian Ife 
Ntting ett surtace of use poral Cre lou aie teen ot 
Water teaming wih tirds busy In the act of survival ils the 
widemiess with asense of lfe.A gagule of barieaded geese 
elegantly resting on a round, 3 fock of common teal teking 
‘of to a nearby orap fold and an oveasional carter hutling 
rem onsite thes ether inks ee th fourm nto: 
havea elosar 0k 

Agroup of students fomthe Departmentof Wile Scerces, 
AUIU conducted a curvsy of three wetlands jn and around 
‘Aigarn Distio! ox three diferent days, The team members 
‘are Sangosia singn, Srwera singh, snweta Lnarona, 
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Usham Somerandro, Amit Shetma, Sharad Kumar, 
Mr. Jaseem Bakhsh and myself. Dr. Salim Javed supervisod 
4s wow 


(On 1h Jan 2001 we visited the Patna Pird Sacetuary which is 
‘ran-fed Fresh wate” lake. Wh = maximum depth o!2m and 
spreed in an aren cf 100 hectare, The Gancuary is ante to 
atiract as many as 100,000 bités. However dua te scanty rain 
‘snd posse draining out et water ‘ririgaton. this yaarthere 
‘was ver litle waterin the lake and oving to thi there were 
just about three thoussrd birds. Locals tadifonally protect 
Urb ella irae te agjucuntia'a tompla, [tine prrmancré eke 
that is half eovered with free floating and autmerged 
vegetation. O7 the banes neve Is grown ot Inomea spp. 
On 6th January 2001, we visted Sheishauheel. Ils alae 
Wetland divided in twa pars by the Upper Ganga Canal, The 
s0uIGe of waler io bis welland is the seepage of fic canal 
‘andrain, Beceuse ofthis the lakeis hardly aver stortof 
and itis almost a permanent watar body. is bialarea 
Jing and cubmergad segetrtion anc 
‘eds an the bans cover one hird ofthe water stratah 


‘The thid site coveted was the Ashoen, which is the ash- 
curing ate of the neeray lKesinpur Tretmal Pener S:aton, 
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itis e man-rade depression segrogated trom adjoining erep 
fields by reges, Tha source of water ia the industria! rouse 
that comes wit the ash. Again ths is also a perennial water 
body wilt & total expansa aione squere klomeler.Ona feurth 
ff thie watlare ig ale eoveree with aquate vegetetlon 
Comprising Sichomi crassipes, Hyd valisnera nd Ipomea 
Aad 

In Patna lake the partion with s litle water was crammed to 
‘cepacity by al the water birds. So wa hada chance to walk 
1 the dry and parched eerth uf hs ake which is generally 
Under water. On the contrary Sheikha was Mauniing ample 
\water and te group had to wade nrough knee deep water 
reach the maundin tha middle so as to have a ful view. 


‘The Ashpan was rippling in fll gloy safely ensconced by 
ridges that sport omy Yees of Prosopis ulfora tke guards 
against Intuers. Nevertheless ney cuulé not cffeentiats 
betveen poachers and biclwalchors and a spiny bush that 
‘nearty escaped her eye hurt group mombor Howover the 
tntira experiance was packed vith exctement, passion and 
‘sansa of cosponsitilty, Atogether was not Wordswerth’s 
‘country revsiiad but noless. 


‘The obrervations show that as it was a drought year hy Patra, 
there ware more species of waders dua to low water evel 
‘and most o the birds crowded the Sheitha lake, The highest 
‘varsity ard runiber of weteriowis was recorcedin Sheikha 
but along with birds it also attracts poachers and iMlogal 
sShoating of dunks is rampently gcing cn, much to the agory 
U the auels, Honever this nat the casa with Ashpan due to 
its dificult cocesbilty. Nevertneigesthere was enaugh water 
lv Ashpan sugporting alarge number of bids. ts dosiable 
that water levels in these wetlands ere recuited an shooting 
(of bide fe prevented. Considering the sem) arid status of 
‘Aligarh ragion theese water bodiss are alsa very helpful in 
‘maintaining tha water leble of the area, This gives consistent 
water supply for agrcutre 


‘The following table shows the bire/counts ofthe diferentes 
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nce Lakes of Mysore Cly, Karanil, Kukkarshall and 

Lingarrbudhi have email clands where good numbers of 
‘ees are found. These groves e‘ord roosing space for he 
niigrants and residents. Come September, snaregation of 
ferent species gradually Inoreases and roaches peak ty 
‘the end of December. End of February indicates the dys of 
roosting are fisting, Dispersal anc antval of these binds in 


Roosting Birds of Mysore City 


A. SHIVAPRAKASH 
48, Hemavathi, RMP Colony, Kuvempunagar, Mysore §7 023, 


rorings and evenings cn aces marvlleus to watch curing 
peek days, 

In Karan Lake In less ralnfall years, reduced water level 
exposes these islands and roosting dosen't taks place 
Honever, in Kukkarahali Lake, water fevel doesn't recede 
because of continuous replenishment wit sewage waler. 
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Nevertheless, in Lingambudhi Lake raosting plaoe shits 
between east, norhwast ard norih bane ensuring ruinimum 
lbvels of water even haugh lane is bared, Probably tha watar 
hisldie thoeo islarde provisos safety havahy hile reels 


Sodium vacour stiset light fhaures provided in Karan). and 

Kutkeralsll Lakes lis up dimly the portion of the rocsting 

lace ae tulighl This nas not fkartnl she birds 

‘These birds can icost in any 020 of the lakes instead cf 

spreasing overt three lakes. Inc cualy, these lakes have 
toesting spaceto acconmocete all Bids. Then why 

doallsirds dent gaanie at a pase” 
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Focsing birds take alferent routes to forage every cay. But 
the sume species of the raspecive lakes choose almost the 
‘same raul 'sitcoincident or wellhought off? These tires 
alle aruugli belure they disperse methodaly. Mynes 
gabble first, folowed by rosy starlings and then egrets, 
comibined affect atains peak leve before dispersal. By the 
fine mynae etart naling naig> eary In the moming rosy 
stalings and egrets vill be gotting ready for day/s fiaht by 
dressing ther Teathars. The ment they’ take off the rote 
‘inmedialay ceases. Uter silanes followed by noise indicates 
bins ara on thai wings. 


Rosy stefings ater take off split into many groups, Ty 
Aifferert civetlena but aerr2 groupe ahenge thoie mand ard 
devateinstartlyin op poste dretion. Some calle egrets have 
‘tendency o land kacc invrediately ater take off on the sari 
recstirg canopy whereas seme mynas and starlings rest & 
while on anestby tee and proceadaftor brief hal. Swalons, 
‘spersal fakes piaze on very clmiy it eerly"remings alos! 
an hour be‘cre survise, Brahminy ste tings ara always active 
inandarcund roosting area ory. 

The (r2ee in Mysora city’s busiest piace Sayyali Rao road 
‘and A. Circa junction isthe roostot innumerable roseringed, 
patakeets, junge endhouse cov, 


Reference : 
Matas Gus -s nnaiunbanie ar etfectve prot 
‘Sorimural roosting of bis? NEW, 19 (11): 1973 

Prakash Cole Bres go:0 ocst, NLBV, 19 (5): 1979 
Trejaerh Sy Shivaprakas,&,4 Shivanandappe, T-Migrsion/Bis 
al Lingermbch Lake in Misore, NLEW, 40 (1) 2000 


sn tot 


ids are a delight to se> and wate #, of course, on Is 

aeneoicus ofthe nstural world around onoslf It is hard 
for one ta digast tow ary hurran could note touched by the 
cver-apponing netute. To 26 In he focling of being o part of 
the onviorment that man has net yet manhandled’ is crsat 


environment ico to my advantage - watch the feathered 


eemnponent 


Reoently | had a uhuneu of buing al ¢ senate ooastal area 
about 30 km. fom Mayiaduthural- 11.1°N78.7°E ene7 «m 

‘ur of Poraiyar 10.9°N /3.8°E - at Thirukkadalyur. & vary 
thinly populates sree wth a few scattered hamlets, general 
‘esettlie, dry, there weresandng green aaddy and ground 
rut oropa, A fei klomeler's walk would taks one i the beach. 


Iz was the 1eth day of January 2001, A smllsh bite in 
smparizor wih she tes ard eagles, a lille bigger -stouter 
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aor, H, DANIEL WESLEY 
South, Tirechiraneli 320 077 


21125, Famalinganage- 


lund Jeger than a bly sized Uunyy, selled Ute sevoiMlout 
tallsupport-2ole about 209 faet rom me, Was ahawk? Two 
hawksized raptors had been thereaout fora couple of days 
‘defying my stamps ar wateking them Ore badoeen ientifad 
‘as a shikra, anyway. The other was perhaps wre present 
incividusl, The 7 x 3e binoculars couidr't readive the figur 


Hews and thor iks area groug of taunting kiads dls=laying 
‘eather-cosks thet vary rather porplexingy in the panel 
poinne patterns. sqigules. bats and streaks. beards anc 
Moustaches; te wings anc the tail sport bold or subsie 
rmarldngs, Well of which kind wae this hawk’ (was peor? 
‘The sun was tright overhead at the meridian and hence the 
plumage cour Count De mace out easly, me Dinoculers 


ea 


ewslewer tor tsrowatoners 


‘adjusting forward ané backward in accordance with the 
‘cautious foot steos being taken. Tha wings cosed in on the 
‘ail, hugaing iL clumsily being raised & it over it casing & 
shadow oni, The head was nol arey bat bull with sirasks of 
Black, There were downwardly curved Fight black stipes 
romneseont cfa bandite mouetach inminiatura witiout the 
lateral sorew; it was an 'Omithobandit alight. The bird 
Uscedied, tom, ner alla, 1s Sze, 8s ery ol the etoresala 
raptos, could be a falcan, a hobby or @ kestrel. These three 
birds wear strnes on the undersurtares treastdown, ard tha 
flanks In tha hi indarahseniatinn thavinparaieace a9 wll 
18s the wings was clasely barred i a rufous background, The 
Primaries were cark ard extenced behins ine saccdativs 
My luck was on my sit; the rapter dipped ile vil into the 
praen, ing Wwistingly the rectroes spreading tram nthe 
rocess. It didn't pean, however. It ssamad 10 have kewn 
‘my intert! It was a timely parformance that revealed the 
Charactaritio terminal blaok ayet an ech tal gil, 

was noted that thers wore lighter spots at regular intervals 
‘lon the eng at each quil so that whan the teatners were 
held togather they presented shamsaivas in paralel series o¢ 
'spottec bars’ nike the broad ones of he hawks: Inthe lack 
of the gray’ and the presenaa nthe streaks on the rufous 
crown, the lisht narrow albars, the subterminal dark tll bar 
end the moustactial sizes tie vie wae 

female common kastrel- Faleo thiunculus. 


While the shikra had been around fe 
sand de wil 


ind-nosting birds 
avid tasers were osLibDed ana agiaras. 
From its pefet-pole the common kestl was nat scanning, 


the sky ler any lying oF ground birds; it wes watching the 
rounc below, nevertheless, Did the spreading of the ‘ail 
fers haveary part play n ha process ofprey detestion? 
Was it anarahing for a garden lizard that was few ene! Far 
between there, or pethaps, even an arthopod, or a minor 
sneke? Finding nore good for its palate, the lite matause 
took of, displaying the transverse markngs o7 the under 
surtaceé ct the varies and lal that azpeared farsparant 


‘The mignant iso, Honunculus fs suid lo spread stroughout 
the subcontinent overtapping he range of céjurgatusin winter. 
‘The scltary behaviour, the plumage features and the flight 
pattem pointin the man aftha pennant hia hang ha ater tte 
“Winter sispersal is not properly known". Native ofthe hls of 
Pakisten, livaleyas and Wester Ghas run Kia At 
Karyakurrar tis herdto knew whence ithad ccme downto 
Inmukeadaiyur. Gould i have been For the $1 Lanian hls? 
bysleties abound. I'should bea tircwatcher's delight ta waion 
andbe able to unravel the several aspects of the exalegy of 
binds, 
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A Rare Instance of Spotted Munia (Lonchura punctulata) 
having Protracted Bresding Season During Winter and 
Making Nest Inside a Concrete House at Dharwad 


DR.JC. UTTANG! and 8.M. PATILT 


15/910, Mision Rompaiind, Mhanwect S80 061, ‘Channa Batavesiwara Hagar, Dharwad 880 00: 


ip He Rocke nn Indian Birds (16179) Salim Ali has avorassy 

Imentioned that the nesting seson for spotted munis, 
Lonchura punstulst, is chiefly Juy and Ouobes. Thi ehons 
that the species prefers to breed normally during wet monsoon 
‘season andnot during winter time, He has turther said that is 
Fest site is usualy restieted fo fow thorny bush or trea. in 
certain areas the nest could be sean constructed In the 
creepers growing on aither tole wor: 07 eurahnas or tay ba 
a covered approach to entrance of concrete buildings. 


cently an extraordinary instanco ota pait of epotted muna, 
Using interlaaad aabls wiros oa aupportta the asst eutede 
rude dueller room, In epen market plese at Dharwad wes 
reported (NLBW, Vo.. 49, No. 6, Nov-Dec, 2000, issue) by 
the senior author, Dr. J.C. Uttanei. This encaurtar by him wes 
‘curing the regular nfonsoon season in September, 2000. I 
the prmeentartol an acasuntie gvan of etrange behaviour 
ofa pair of spotted munia net hssflatng fo use e rack, isda 
stove rw Ufa woraele house, by laking advaniage oe 
ventilating window as entry intothe house to bulda nest here 


and ctnnssshully breed during a prolonged rainy woathor 
‘during winter season a! Dharwad, 


Qn 19 November, 2000 moming which marks aimost the endl 
cf monsoen parisr ane beginning ef the new winter season 
around Dharwad arees, the junior author, Si SM. Patil, 
fuddorly hoard = aerias afhird vin stles and caurraps cutee 
tis house “Jaya Pramed”, located In Ghana Sesavestwara 
(6.8) Nayar, Disuwau- 7, about 2 aloreters away towards 
‘west ofMissicn Compound. Anxicus to eam, what bird itocald 
Be, Ne carve outta vestigate and was surpicedto tnd pair 
sf spotied munia perched on the compound wall af his om 
house. Ashe stoed there walling one of the munias carrying 
{an elongated qrass blade in its beak quick’y took off and flaw 
‘awards the glass fixed ventilating vindow of the stare room 
fasing cast of the bunglow. Cri Petia bark empiyes at 
Dharwad, being not only a irelker but, also a lover of Nature 
‘gum spor of wirawicring, ala nortakemuch ume ioaiscover 
the intentioned utimate alr o! the two litle bis. To his areat 
surprise, ro found that the munie pair had almost completed 
building their typical grass - woven glabular nast on a half 
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pen and haf closed card board box kept on tha rack ina 
omer close to tre window. ere exist two vacant plots, on 
sither side of Si, Pat's nouse. Plenty of grass andl other 
vegstalion ned wih scrub was available, But, for the birés 
no stifle tree oF creeper plart was rvelable to put thelr 
nest thara, The sky Wes overcast withc.ouds fora longduration 
seroas Dha-wea changing the ary ninieralimate Inte warn 
and humid. Perhaps, it was this change in the weathe that 
hac Induced the munia par to tace to breeding. How striden 
vlmatic changes would Inluence breeding ecolegy of some 
local birds le dificult to explain. But, birds are expets in 
adjuetmeris tb prolonged eeasons orsudden clmatic changes 
takng alace lcelly In Ihe same way, ve cleverness in tires 
loradapt te human crvirormont by taking advantage of evory 
new openngis superbly ceveloped, 

Knewing ‘lly wel, hat any kind of cisturbenoe caused lther 
Wo birds o/ to thet nae! would “ores the munias to abandon 
the place, SriS.M, Pati had taken sll necessary aresautions 
lowaids sally Uf Lids Ly watt ity al Ure niet bere ot the 
family anc he hac also seen tthe: evena stray wandaring 
tatnearby cr a growing ore in Ihe vicnily 0! Ue brood trad 
been kent away. It follows that, naurely, in 2 stustion ike 
this, to lake care ofthe nest unfalingly, espacially durrig hs 
absence, Sri Patil had put in charge rafabie contingenis 
including Mre, Pall and thairsan Prashanth (Studying hh 
Standard) te Ee Fi charge ard to Keep ¢ waten on birds 


‘The ecg id deap inside the rood ckarrher wara invisible 
and could net ba countec through the 2 nich wide and 6-7 
inch deep entrance tube. The bids hed aed coarse grace 
outside the nost and insice ft was all fine grass, From 22nd 
Noverber zuuy, onwards, mie munas ned soppec pinging 
agtees to the nes. Mhe sug-iaying plocess slated tharealter, 
‘That means they took at least 6-7 days tine to complete the 


nas. As itwas risky. no attempts to count the eggs through a 
{ide opaning were Gxperimanted. Spotted munias arc known 
‘2 lay a maximum of & eggs durina the reoulat mensoon 
eason, But, a mnimum of eggs would always be there. In 
‘he present instance of a protracted brescing season, itwas 
conirmed al the er thal the femie had lalé only 4 eggs 
because, only 9 fedgligs that had eme'ged out were seen 
perched outside the neston the 18th daruary 2001, The fourth 
one wit ful feathers on ts body was founc deacin tre tox. 
Perhaps It could not ind the outlet of the ventlating window 
andin an atte pita fly t mghthave gothitto the edge ci the 
fued gaae and dled. That means all the 4 egos Ic had 
developed fuly tut one died out of injuries. There were ne 
Uundsvaloped agg left bchind in te nest. An sxamnination of 
bite of faoves cast of in tne box revealed undgestec grains 
Ike Jawar ard Daday and a few of inem whikn vere "eal, 
hard appeared to corn gested egg stil The tote number 
of daysthe pair of munia birds et Dharwad tcok r reproducing 
‘haitkird during the sralranted breading season betwen 18th 
November 2009 and 13th January 2001, would be 
approximately 60-62 days 


tt may be eald in conclusion. that because of thar seni wild 
stete and adeotie eb Ry to protecting corditions of human 
envrorment, spotted mania, Lenehura puratulals, might ks 
‘enjoy a prolengedor prevactec breeding season wherever 
ele etad lina cored atu fawaurat te thar 
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REVIEW 


A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF INDIA, SPI LANKA, 
PAKISTAN, NEPAL, BHUTAN, BANGALDESH AND THE 
MALDIVES ny KRYS KAZMIERCZAK. 352 pages. £6 colour 
plates. Om Book Service, Now Delhi. Price Rs. 795: 
Review by AASHEESH PITTIE, trav545 Foad No. 7, Banjara 
Filo, Hyeerabad 500 204 


“Tha manrera ta ae qirtas ta faiitatarisers inirentiying 
birds in the fiald quickly and sasily. The fact fiat hasio ba 
hysicaly carried aveurd oy a user, often ‘or hours at atime, 
demands thet ius of a sul‘aole size and weight. To scemat 
a ted gue fo he bids ot ne Indan ragonis a rarrmo.n 
‘5k requitng @ corrprehensive knowledge ofthe subject thet 
cer be accurad only by gultng in many hours in tis pursuit 
of He ving bird 

Salm Al's Book of Incian Bras (frst publshed in 784%) was 
wtiten at a ime wher the ar of birdwatshing was in sush 
Infancy in india athe had tedeviee a method othighlighting 
especis cf the bird - Eohavicural, physica, vocal, etc. —t0 
enable users fo identi die featiered creaiute before ther 

His boak hele the fort alone, for many years 


‘Thebireing scene crancec tor me Deter wih the publication 
6f Grim-natt, Inskipp and Inskipp's Birds of the Indian 
Succontinent (1988: Hardcover). Subsecuenily, the 
*Brimmskpas' brought outa Pocket Guile to the Birds Of te 
Inalan Subcontinent |1999: Sofi cove’) contening llustations, 
isttisutior maps and shortcescrintve texte from thoi eal" 
larger work 

Kaznierczak's field guide is sinilar to the Pocket Guide and 
fara ip 2 matieal that fe abla tn plans ile at least vita 
families. 

‘The 000% uncer review is divided into 12 chapters including 
one of ackrowlodgements, 

‘The Intoduction has bit gestions on the paltcal regio 
cavered and, the number of species illustrated (ove! 1.35 
witha meriion ofthosa the: cauldnot he granhinaly denister 


{ue to late or unpubshec records by the time the book went 
AE Oe, 


A short section on "Taxonomy, systematic ordar and 
rromendttreinferms that re book breadlyfolows the taxorcrny 
and ecientie nairansdaturs of Inckipn, Lindy @ Dunlwerth's 
path-bresking 1998 publeation, An Annotated Cheskiet ofthe 
Biob ofthe Oental Region Howes, ins subscribes 
have bean Mcorperated in the present work. 
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Novottor tor Biravaichore 


‘The Systematic Order folovied in tho book is smilaro All & 
Fiptoy'e monumontal Mandooaleand Mibloy’® 1882) Synopete, 
rather han Sbley & Manroe's Order, folowedby te Annotated 
Oheckst This ® « veiet for Indian birders ho aie used to 
the Systematic Order of te Synopsis. 

‘Common English Names follow the Annotated Checks, 
‘hough atornate namoo are liciag inthe dotalod “irsex of 
English namas,’ towards the end of tha beck. This however 
does not seis the upheaval iat lian bs dwatslmas hid 
themselves in, due to recent changes in tne vulgar Engish 
ames of Difds, |e Issve does not Seem needed towards 
resclution for Bombay Natural Histery Society, India's premier 
ornthelogy body, ay very well continue using the older (more 
Bona i Ind nama is frtheoing publesons and 
scientiic jumal. 


Ine chapter on "How touse this book,” shouldbe eau acouple 
of fines ifyou plan fo use the book requlaty. This isessental, 
for the baac depands hoaviy on sboreviations and 
lelspraphic toat - cletated by the naed to fit mazimim 
information with iaive dimensions of a fild guida, 
Amorg ether i resize that tho reg eyrmbol of a 
Aying bitd depicts a species thats gobaly threatened ornear- 
threatened (20C in all. Giving the serial numbers fram is 
Synopsis againet tha relevent species has provided cross- 
refuel wlan ganar senaara wars. omer symbas ana 
‘or abbreviations used in the text, lik idertification nates, 
altiuainal range, habilal end behaviour, voioe and stanus, are 
‘explained rere in detall.A sub-section cives explanaloryricles 
on the species cistrbution maps usedin the body cf te tex, 


‘Tie chaps on ‘Fam mmroauctons” mar ralays gives bnet 
insights ilo the cheractersts, jizz, satus and dantifcation 
ot each ofthe 96 Familes Iluetated inthe oftes. Bocinnars 
‘would do well to read this secion ard veterans fo refresh 
their memory by cipping in occasionally, Useful hints in 
fifferent ning sivilar aking tarsiine (a lark and pips) 
can be picked up from this chapter e.g, lerks heve the hah 
of crouching down whan aapreaahod befars taking fight sf 
the intruder comes too near” (page 25). 

The main section is followed by useful glossary of 
amibnegesl tame arc same native wis used ear-menly 
‘om the suacontinsnt during biding e.g. "Deodhar Duar. Ghat, 
shoal, oto! 


‘The section on “Usall arganizatinas’ lies Intemational 
(Bangladssh, Bhutan. Nopal, Pakistan and Sri Lenka) and 
ational erganizatisne invelved with bidwatehing and/or 
‘wording for bid corservaton in the region, Brle Inormaton 


is given about wan! viyatiestion, 


2 sactinn nn *Ratarancas and furbar reading sontaine an 
eclectic bitiogranhy on the omitholegy of the region jndudng 
fornly monogragho and alistof sourd guides 


“Tho fina cat of gantions nantins 2 remreehencive vl of 
Enaish names,” containing bah ‘ol and ‘new names fer easy 
Lise. An “index of esiorfic namsa,”indewed aocordng to the 
bbnomia nares, Conus splendansancnat spenders, Cons. 
Thelast section is & "Quick tides te plato amide Ts ats 
\ory usaf tol fr the field, To gai toa Family youhave 7 scan 
Just pages, indexer alnavencaly by the commonest name lor 
‘aspeties, 2g, “Couzal, Het, Heron” ate 


ike te dwellon this sectan in some welll, A 
file, lustratons and text faee one another throughout the 
Dock The relate sisr-puron maps are apage-ip away, inet 
boshind the pertinent text or the plate. Thare are’ some 
ssiceptens wharaail three, pictures, fextand maps ate cn the 
seme two-paus epread, The lavouls of Plate # 13. 14, 20 are 
biss and future editions should view such a layout seriously 
fovasmanyplatenae anccine evant means sight thiskor 
book, There ate quite a few blani half-sages that could 
perhaps bp gut to good uos. But one aannet wion for 
‘eventing! 

PLATES : The use ef 2 sictorial index to the plates, on the 
[elibe-fAge speed the frantinsria vars, sing a carman 
‘species from cach Farily to guide the user va ne relevant 
plates « gies! idoa and ie bong Lead forthe flr: Sms in 
bBeokonindan brs Itheles useis to zeroin on the alaes of 
cloacly slated apacies when e quick relerencs lereyuis 


Its surprising that the ata fare enwere and cine is John 
Cox andinot Ber van Porta, The cover of a bookis a showcase 
fer at hat arccend the gonro of fold guldeltratin. Im 
all farness to van Perto's work, the publisers should have 
Abowd nim toda ime cavers 


Birdsare generally not entities hy "a spans hay Inne, tha 
food they wat or the homes thoy make. They are identifi by 
iluctations of their Tkenese oF photographe in field guides. 
“Therefore “he illustrations are the mest mporiant part cl any 
field guido” end nro corutinized eritwally by users. My 
comments however are of a genera! nature. 1 have not 
scrutinized each specive iy Utes! Ural 1 an ura Mnputs 
from users ill hep the author update ‘uture edkions of tha 
book for everyccy’s renelt 


My groatoct greues enous tho plates ia the evediap ofbinds. th 
living toftal species of a Family ona ange pata, cras few 
plates as pussies! | esl teu InslriveS, CroNGES 
the birds onto one pase. I> so daira he tas painted birds 
overlapping each otner as a result of which their colours 
inadvartanty merge o- are bareiy separable, This requires 
‘some gating uéedto, especialy when @ Lick ID's required 
This coud however very well be a linitaion of my personal 
perspective! Some examples are’ Pl 20H. 2,4: Pl 2348; >! 
2oe10 (cash hotwaen Fying and stanging birds!) PIE, 2 
P5086, 15; PI6O #2, 11, 14; PI 64 #10, 13; Pia! most ofthe 
rodotarts; Fl 80 #4 (& Bie fine aa the cule of tle Links is 
uite distinc, unfke #4 where the faces of many are painted 
siyslisLe Lachgrounu or anctner biras body, F194 #59 
44,18, 16. 

Besides the plumage. | ‘gol the head and fis markings are a 
major ide iveion fexture uf 2 bird HUIS dee porn af FS 
bony that is viewed ky a bitdwatcher frst i one is given the 
‘hance by tne bir Ic herelore eis io hava a clear profile of 
tha head ofthe bird and not merae it nte tha body of anther 
‘When ilustrating a fied guice 

Usiuigt white background Is tine as x certrasts well va 
Galous ol the bia but becomes prcblemetc whan pats of 
‘he bide zlso white, Tre resu:o thes thatthe Seceyrurd 
and the plumage meras as is visible on piaias 6 #2. 3.4 (nm 
flight) 10815; 1444 (in fight). Alsoin ealty one seldom soes 
hire sgnine’ a white hakgrourd. The landveape they innatit 


he 


Nexistlter for Wirwatoners 


IS rmuniadvured, Uiaik youoness! Tie exveplon, & course, 
is birds in snow, 

‘Theillustations, when comaared withthe Gririmskipa’s book, 
have a spentensty thet malioa tham aps ko dof tal 
paintings by a remarkably adapt anc ascorrplished oraftsman, 
Pimnghisan (ei tie spocejeb uibi die aun. The wa 
use this guide, the more | an astanished at how well his 
ste works. Itcomplemenis edmretly ma amount or deat 
rmyeye.can asorb in the quick back-anc-forth between binoos 
and bid guide tha! often takesplecein é fsd-orisnted sruncr 
Situation This is the infinsia stench of the pletures. Ofer 
the uly of intrcate detallsis useful only dur-gIcisuroy feld 
sondllone o daek bound raferanoe wore. 


MAPS & TEXT: The lwo urvatstianeths ofthis old aude are 
lhe species distrbution ‘raps (compled from iniorriation 
available up to mid-760") and the talagranhin texts 
‘accompanying theplates. The nsidecack caver has dovble- 
page "K2y ta dictabution maps? that ir simple = eigest and 
mmkes the meps easy to follow and decipter. Tre cobur 
oui seca ain uitivotive, The fight Lewes colour Hat 


Seay in nave on yay $9 (PL i, #4,5 86). v.10 (FL. 80) 
fad g, 125 {PL 36 44) ie actually a wash cf red dots suttering 
‘rom ine vageresot he pnnied wa tal taps ave acated easily 
‘and quickly as they are subtites by sre Engish nee ef the 
Spedos they reprosart 

“The eulg eas ube grou eyynane Ho leas he x 
sand righly 89. This most definisly pegs the bock a notch 
higher in Uw tele guce market forthe “egion, Ind @ raer 
‘rapaic examp.e cf the utlty ef this feature recertly when | 
Usedthe boskto postively dentiy a Besra (Asapter vigetus) 
hy its call. aa onrased to 4 Shika (Anniniter taciis) in 
Kedeikenai 


“Tho Indian region is lerge ercugh to accommodate many 


becks on birds, the recent euel2 of feld guides 
rolwiistandingl | think that tis is ust the prolide to Books 
fon fg nal and siegeagraphieal alfa far ie regia 


Inthe final analysis he uty f a feld-guide ie ts faclity and 
Usefulness nthe fai, Iva.usad this one extensive y for more 
than rront enihave foundita quick and reiabl> co iaanion. 
Jeanvol recommand it arough z 


CORRESPONDENCE 


NOTES ON LONGEARED OWL, HUME'S SHORT TOED 
LARK AND ON PUHPLE AND GREEN LUCHUAS in) 
MIZORAM, HABKIRAT SINGit SANGHA, B27, Gautam 
Marg, anumas: Nagar, Jeipur 392 C2" 


(Un tare, 19M, bua leading 2 group of biiowarcrers fort 
Swecen at Harike Bird Sanctuary, Puniab While walking 
‘through a young plantaton oshishem Doiborgiaaisecoslon 
the Sut) redawl Aso otus. Me: 
‘he members of our group wore familiar with tris Paleesctic 
Spsaina, tharafare, Ment leaton wee mesant, | chaokod the 
main festures of the bid carefuly. They ware all thers, long 
‘Ser TALS when ALTHO, ratigy Gye aI SU eek ng usta Daly 


While we wore watohing the ew 
Spotted three mora long-cared owls ra2etag on anther tree 
Fre weinty ot fist are. Ir was very easy 10 spot these 
imigtetory ovks as the shisham “ees were slmoat leafless 
‘Their colonial roost on simost denuded shisvem tees was 
xteaandinefily exposed The tratlesvasc the spring kad is 
‘Slatted sprouting on some of the (tees anc these failed to 
hide theovls, 


“Tho tong-eared oie ewverialy = palsintic el and thes 
‘been recorded througiiout Punjeb ered Sind as a sparse and 
Ureaerron wine vst [Rovers 1881), Ailey (1801) 
desaibe it variously as “a vagal, rave and as locally not 
turcommar' "tis marly a vinta visior tothe pers of MW 
Inn Glamis and Kash’. Hirachal Pradsch and Puriab 
{Gsinmet,Inskipo andinscpp 1908). They asclg re satus 
this olin ini 


so membare ofthe group 


Cansicering he tnregning facts, sichting of leng-earnd ov at 
Harike is not surprising. Harike ie well within the range cf the 
lnsoiea and tha fellewing reasree eaom to cuggoet it cuits 
rogular at Haltke. Upto 17 were recorcad on March 23, 1997 


{Hoosen 724/) anc tour on Fentuary ¢, 1#4U (foason 19sN 
by Per Unce'end Ren Kiny saw sis hls atthe same ita on 
Fetrumy 2, 1998 (Ber King verbally) 

Heterences : 


A Sond Rly. (261) Hontbrokcof he Bi of re ana 
Fainan 28ceond edn Oxtord Ur veiy Proce, Dz 


igo. rekoe Card kes 1106) Bes lotion 
Bibsonvaent, Chtogner HaimLonden. 


Pobgre. Ta. (1881) The Bias of Pasian: Onfor Lavery Pras, 
Karachi 


ota: 18871 Fre eel a, Or atl Bi Ca Bue 


Fotsgn, ©. (1898) Fro he fell nia Ola Bid lub Bula 
Bre 


Late Brevuing of Huine’s Shorl-toed Lark In Ladakh) 


(Gn Auguet29, 2000, wa loft TBF camp ct Hane for Churnar 
sound 5.09 nthe merring. Around 9.43 while ws Were drving 
past Porgy ullaye (4240 11.) une Hunre's shuicwed kak 
(Catandraia acutrostris) with an insect in its bil few across 
the track. We mriecisisly brakes! cur jowy to lovk al Je bir 
‘Tha bird sett ed onthe cround about 15 retres from the track 
and quokly worked 1's way into the grassy area before 
sapacaring. Aft «wile ily say hut sean ran enact 
‘some feecing material in ts bil. I surmised thet the bird was 
feeding He onick end suite cesily dlacoveraathe neat zor 
afioning stream containing three hurgry beaks | 


The ground cover at the sita wes ahout 25 par rent - mast 
gies bts, The nest waa atthe ‘oot af eS er. high graoa tlt 
Tnenest wasbult of grase and stams, lined with wh te arima 
‘AI A stranaor wie oora was on Ine i, Geanly originally 
from z72 nearby habitation, It was also parepeted round the 
rim sith small pebbles snd gravel. The ciameter of he nest 
‘a5 83.om. comsared to 60 cm. given oy All and Ripley 1956) 
and dopth about 40 er. 


“The nest held three newly hetched chicks judged to be only 
twe-threadays cl. They ware vary smal amnost raed axceat 
for sore sparse pale roa whils dow 


After noting the dstal's ofthe chicse ard the nest | cbservsc 
the feeding bids fom asafe dstance, Theyneveraporeaches 
tho neat directly dur woule sauticualy work thele way towers 
i, The parents brough! small le-ollers 0 fed ths chicks, 
Onze the dropping was also removed from the nest anc 
cropped some dstence avay. 

According to All anc Fipey (1986) the areecing peried ofthe 
‘species in Ladakir from May to July ard fiom May August 
sserordng i Grimmett, Inskipnand leskisp (1888) Tha resent 
‘ebservation indicates thatin Ladak breading paviod possibly 
‘alc up IW el oees ealy Sep Wet fur Ue ee 


Referecee: 
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akbar. Vol § Stoord wih, Oxtrd ivory Press, Now Dah 
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Purpleand Green Cashoasin Mizoram 


(Or: Maren 27, 1908 Keys Nazmierazak need | were warching 
birds near the Phawngpui (Blue Mountain} in the Phasungpul 
Natianal Park, Mizoram, On noticing rovernertina tise slong 
the tack vie stopped to inspect. The cancpy of the vee was 
quite dense and we could not see ne birds, But on fushing 
three birds few oul- one purple cxchoa Ceohos purpurea 
and two greyewinges backbinds Turdus bouficu! 
Fortunately, the purple cochoa few into a smal vee which 
wasnot very danse “Ror 19-18 minutos F flow away bust by 
then we had sn/cyed sncolent views ofthamaie birdand nad 
recerciec Its call notes, its eallcan be best writen as sof high 
“pine-pinkspink’ and sok ary ralling "irri! given alternately 
at negulantarv2isot 1-5 seconds. The call was interspersed 
vith an oceasional nasal “ayer 97 whistled ‘pense? 


on arch 28, 1988 wo heard a purple cechoa zalinc near 
the Forest Rest House of the park but could net locaie "a 
Died, However, on March 28, 1998 we were lucky 10 $60 
“another mala bird. Passialy twasthe seme bird we had heard 
sn March 25, 1598. 


‘On Marsh 29, 1908 while walkingteck te Sangasvilago ‘rom 
the park our attention was drawn bya hgh citched monotone 
aisle, Dung wut ng suarch (OF he sdutee OF the Gall We 
Aeard it nusraus ‘imes. In fact KX recorded tha cal sind 
layed it back te lure the shy bind fom riding 


‘Alas, when we had.almost glen up, the okd was seen sitting 
fon an exposed branch of tho tree. It was a green caches 


Corsica vides callrg : | cbsorvad it for 20 saconds er so. It 
fiow away and vas lost again alhough it continued calling. It 
was a long crewn out, high pitched monotone whistle, best 
infilen "Seeeseeeere' lasing ore than one second. The call 
was being regeated at itervals of inree seconds or so, 
Aceon ty Aliant Ripley (1898) punple Uxdiwa'e status 1s 
rave and ile known 7 the subeomtinent. [tis distibuted in 
the Hinslayes from Kumean (Amora, Nain Tal) cast through 
Neral, Darjaaling. Siksim, Bhutan, Meghalaya in the Khasi 
Hills and tanipur. Al end Fipley (1988) assumed itoccured 
in Arunachal Pradath, Hawovor,ithas been rlicbly recorded 
from there. (P. Singh 1995) Giimmetl, Inskgp and Inkipp 
show purgle cochos for Himachel Pracesh also (1898). There 
is only one conitmed racord from Banaladesh, (Thoarcson 
a). 1888). Ths mos unilkely of records wes presumaby & 
vagrant from nearty Fill states of inca, In Vyanmar itis & 
rare bird Smythies- 1386). In the avaiable Iterature there is 
only one reouid from Mizuram: (@huse 1999) 


The gicon cochoa hes boon doaeribes! aa rare resident in 
Kumaon iNainj Ta}, Neyal (not recorded since Hodgson) 
Daijeeting, Sikkin, Bhutan and the hils of North-East by All 
ang Ricioy (1998. nthe nelakbourina Myanmar ks described 
fag 'arsther vary rare ssccios' by Smyfes (1688) Grmmet, 
Inskipp ard Insiépp s (:998) map of green cochoa dition 
shows a record from Mzeram probably one cf Koez's (2) Its 
‘ptinen zune i Neti fs C-"000-1800 m {All end sley 
11998). in the Phawngpui Natonal Parkit was recorded by us 
at 1780 m, 
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